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Elbow Orchid, Spiculaea huntiana, reproduced at five times natural size. This 
specimen was discovered at Wombat Reservoir, 8 km south of Daylesford, by. 

Pat and Mery Ward, and this photo was taken by Rob Watkins. Bob Allen's notes 

on the Elbow Greniay which first appeared in Whirrakee Vol.4 No.7, in gust 1983, 


are reprinted in page 2. 


Deadline for articles for the savesets issue will te Wed. 19th Feb, (From March 
onwards, .the deadline will be advanced to the date of the General Meeting - 
see p.10). Contributions sent by post should be addressed to the Editor at 


7 Weatherall St., California Gully, 3556, 
(Typed contributions ara preferred, bat + 


tf this is not possible, then please 


make every effort to use neat, legible hand wr: ting or ewan and leave 


adequate mrgins. 


Articles from Whirrakee may be reproduced, but permission should be sought 
from the Bendigo.Ficld Naturalists Club, and acknowledgment given to the author 


and the Club.. 


All back numbers except Vol. 3 (10) are available, at a cost of 50 cents each. 
Complete sets of ‘Vols. 1, 2, 4 & 5 can be supplied at a cost of $5.00 per 
volume. (Postage is not included in the above prices). 


THE QUEER ELBOW ORCHID 
by Bob Allen 


All will agree that Australia has many beautiful orchids, Some of Queenslands 
tree orchids are truly magnificent, and some of our own small terrestrials 

ean hold their own with the best of them. There are several orchids, however, 
that could never be placed into this "beautiful" category. One of these would 
have to be the queer looking "Hammer Orchids" of Western Australia. 

They are the Drakaea's, and one could easily be excused for not even recognising 
them as orchids at all. 


To my mind the queerest of all the orchids are the Spiculaea's - the 
"Elbow Orchids". 


Spe¢tilaeca huntiana, is a slender, leafless plant around six inches high. 

The stem is reddish or green with several small clasping bracts, The flowers 

are reddish or green with five or six to a stem. They would be about the last 

of our "reversed on the stem" orchids that have been discussed in these articles+# 


Old records show that Spiculaea huntiana was found in Victoria in an odd way:- 
Mr. Geoff Newell spotted a specimen from the seat of his tractor while working 
on his farm near Woodend. He stopped his machine, dismounted, and collected it. 


Spiculaea huntiana is much more common that we realise. Dr. Jim Willis states 
"that it is scattered throughout the Victorian highlands from sea-level to 

over 5,000 feet altitude, often in open drier forests and in some seasons 
locally abundant but usually overlooked. It has been recorded from the Grampians, 
Creswick, Eganstown, Gisborne district, Otways, Kinglake National Park, 
DBandenongs, Healesville and Maryavilles Mounts Buffalo, Cobbler, Howitt, Kent 
and Wellington; Dargo High Plains, Yarragon, Moe, Maffra, Orbost, Mallacoota, 
Bendoe Nunniong Plateau and Cravensville near Mt. Benambra", 


Rupp regarded the strangely elongated lebellum as merely flexible at the elbow, 
but Ewart wrote - "An insect alighting on the plate of the labellum stimulates 
it and the labellum jerks upward, pressing the insect against the colum. 


The wings or sepals prevent lateral evasion, so that, pushing out, the insect 
removes the pollinia, or, if already laden, pollinates the stigma. In half to 
one hour the lebellum is again irritable and in its previous position if the 
weather is warm and the plant well supplied with water." 


You will notice that Jim Willis in his locations for this plant has listed 
Creswick. This makes it very close to being in the Bendigo area, and the 
flowering pericd would be around the November-December months. Wouldn't 

it be nice to find it on One Tree Hill, or some place handy? And why not? 

Three queer orchids, Caleana - tue duck orchid is in our area, Drakaea the 
hammer orchid of Western Australia and Spiculaea the elbow orchid of Victoria, 
all very closely related. Keep your eyes down and looking, anything could happen 
with Site Hae 


(The above article first appeared in Whirrakee Vol. 4 No.7, August 1983, as | 
one of the "Orchid Facts" series which accompanied the series of articles on 
Orchids of the. Bendigo District. It is reproduced here to accompany the cover- 
photo, of an Elbow Orchid photographed at Wombat Beasr yore south of 
Daylesford, by Rob Watkins.) ; : 


IN A NATIVE GARDEN with Tom Patullo 


Summer Florescence among the Natives 


A walk in the local bush in January can be rather drab, as far as wild flowers 
are concerned, Our local natives are generally in the seeding stage at this ‘time. 


In a cultivated Native Garden however, this need not necessarily be SO. : 
There are many species of natives, introduced from other areas, which, under 
garden conditions, can give a floral display at this. time of the year. 


Eremophilas or Emu Bushes, generally from the semi-desert or drier areas, which 
appear to be able to flower at any time of the year, are extremely attractive: 
at this time. Probably for this reason they are Becoming» more popular, with - 
Nurserymen who propagate natives, and thus becoming available to gardeners, 
As well as being able to adapt to many different soil conditions, they are 
attractive in foliage form and colour, and the flower colours are many and 
varied, with a number having spotted fiewers. The flower form is unique, and 
in most species is Mena similar, although size can vary somewhat. Most forms 
carry their flowers on a swan-neck shaped stem or peduncle, There can be 
considerable variation in the size to which different species grow, from low, 
ground cover plants to bushes two metres high and wide, One growing along 
the edge of our drive, I trim like a hedge. I have found, under garden 
conditons, they like puilt up beds or mounds, and adequate moisture. The range 
of flower colours includes green, yelloy, blue, violet, brown, red and so on; 
generally bright colour outside and subdued inside, sometimes pale yellow or. 
cream with contrasting spots and often with hairy throats. ~ 


There are several climbers which: carry their flowers through the hot weather, 
Firstly I would ::sntion the Sollyas. Sollya heterophylla, - has both blue and 
white forms, covered with dainty little bells at this time of year. It is 
commonly Imown as the Blue Bell Creeper, There is another species of Sollya. 
which really deserves to be called the Blue Bell Creeper, Sollya parvifolium 
(parvifolium meaning small foliage.) which carries thousands Ss of little bells 
of the deepest blue, Both’ Sollyas grow easily and well in our area. 


Another climber, flowering well over a long period, at its best now, is 

Hibbertia scandens, commonly imown as the Snake Vine, which is covered with large, 
five petailed, golden yellow flowers, larger than a fifty cents piece, which 
resemble, before they open, a tight yellow rose bud. This climber will easily 
cover a wall ten foot by eight foot high. Unfortunately this creeper can 

become infested with the grape vine caterpillar in the early summer, and if 

not checked, this pést will soon defoliate the whole vine. Given good 

eonditicns it will grow: EAE, tmnine has a cool root run and adequate 
moisture. 


Pandoree. jasminoides. a climber with shiny, dark green leaves and bearing large, 
pink trumpet flowers with maroon throat, is flowering at its best right now. 
This creeper is also known as the. Bower of Beauty. It grows well in full sun, 

and will withstand harsh conditions, but improves enormously with some attention. 


A number of species of Kangaroo Paw (Anigozanthos) make a good show, over a 
long period, at this time of year. The hardy form, A.flavida is well worth 
growing. Generally there are two colour forms, red and yellow, but a number 
of hybrids have been devel«ped with variation of colour. Although not as 
spectacular as A. manglesii, the red and green Paw which is the Western 
Australian Floral fmblem, it is much hardier, I have only been able to carry 
A.manglesii through one flowering season, but the A.flavida just keeps on 
growing and flowering year after year, with very little water. 


4. 
IN A NATIVE GARDEN continued 


The only attention it gets is cutting down almost to ground level after the... 
flowers are finished, This species will seed itself, as it has done several 
times in our garden. They carry their flower colour and unique form and. so 
remain decorative for a long time. 


One of the Nalaveuces in full bloom at ane ‘moniath? # is Mevavenen nesophila, the 
Lavender: Paper Bark, covering the whole bush with lavender coloured Pom Poms, 
born on the ends of the outmost branches, and so in full view, making this a 
very. pretty tree when in full bloom. The flowers turn paler and then white as. 
they age. No need to coddle this one, as it grows well in this area if left to 
itself. Of course it will grow faster and more lush, as do many natives, if — 
given regular waterings and good conditons. 


Another unusual Melaleuca is Melaleuca nema tophylla, ‘unusual in leaf chen 

being different to-many other melaleucas in that the leaves are terete, (circulay 
in cross section), long and thin as pine needles, up to six inches: long. i 
Its flowering time is slightly earlier. The pom pom flowers are larger and 

tend to be slightly redder in colour than M.nesophila, It is a quick Erne y ! 
which does well in our area, 


Although | ie have not grom it myself, I must mention that other ieistenctts 
commonly called Snow in the Summer, Melaleuca linariifolia. As the common name 
implies, it is in full bloom in early summer, There are a number of specimens 
growing as street trees in some of the newer suburbs of Bendigo. 


One of the most showy plants to grow, for summer colour, is the large flowered, 
many coloured form of Helichrysum, Helichrysum bracteatum. This species can 

be annual, or perennial, like our local form, the Golden Everlasting, which will 
shoot out again each year from the old stool. To see a massed bed of all» 
colours in full flower can be spectacular. The flowers grow to the size of a 
twenty cent piece end. are of a papery texture. The nearest I can get to a 
description of the colour range would be, all the sunset colours, plus pure 
white, The plants can reach a height of six foot, and are many branched. The 
flowering season is from spring to autumn. They grow freely from seed, and do 

' best ina well composted ‘bed, with summer watering. 


One could not write a comprehensive article on summer flowering natives without 
including that Western Australian beauty, Eucalyptus ficifolia, the Crimson 
Flowering Gum.. Although indigenous to the West, this species tae succeeded 
well under cultivation in the eastern states. Presenting some difficulty in 
getting established, as it is very frost tender when young, once well 
established they grow and flower well, as example the two specimens in © 

View Street, which are just bursting into colour right now (mid January). 

' These two trees have been there as long as I can remember, one outside the 

old Fire Station building and one a little further down the hill, There is 
another avenue of these trees between the Joss House and the Ordnance Factory. 
I have noticed over: the last couple of years that quite a few young E.ficifolias 
are appearing here and there around Bendigo, in private gardens. 


A keen native gardener, willing. to accept a challenge, who. had- planted his 
seeds early, would'be, at. this time, looking for the florescence on that 
florious, semi-desert habitue; the Sturts Desert Pea, Clianthus formosus 

the Floral Emblem-of South Australia. For some fifteen years I have tried 
to grow this beauty, with varying success, generally managing to get a few 
flower heads, but in no wey as | successful as a couple of eae that I have 
seen grown in this area.. 


5. 
IN A NATIVE GARDEN continued So ete eae ea Oo 


Over that time I have tried every trick -and.ruse.I had-.ever. heard of or —- 
read about. This year I have again tried something different, a well limeda) 
built up garden, After-two unseccessful attempts, with pre-treated seed,> 
(hot-water soaking), in the autumn, I decided to try the seed straight 

from the packet, no pre-treatment, Result - six healthy plants, the first 
flower out in last week in January, with many more flower heads showing, so 
here's hoping for a reasonable result at last. 


This article does not claim to list all the summer flowering natives, but 
the ones that I have grown or know to have been grom in this area. . 


P.S. My dictionary says - Florescence, The State of flowering. 
RAHN KH HR HR XK KK H 


“BIRD NOTES FROM. ‘EYAL GLEN! : by Join Ipsen- 


At: "Eyal Glen" this: eeactns we ioe Scere TARE behaviour amongst some 
of our local birds. An artificial hollow limb of a gum-tree, placed near the 
front window for the use of the marsupials, (Antechinus flavipes), was taken 
over by Brown Treecreepers. Not far away, a pair of Yellow Robins built a 
nest ina Ti-tree, Leptospermum sp. John Kellam wishing to use his Video camera 
on these birds, having recorded them with other cameras over the years, 
visited both of them. He successfully filmed both nests, with young and 
adults of the tree-creepers and robins, until the juveniles were about the 
garden. The filming proved that while the tree-creepers with numbered leg- 
bands on were attending the nest, other young birds, CARRS eh ae a 
helped the parents with food, 


Later we noticed that the onigitiall ranet were esti anbenested in the nest 
sites. Investigation revealed two more eggs in the tree-creeper hollow, and 
there were three eggs in the old nest of the robins. Our photographer again 
visited these at the right periods for success, and recoreded both second | 
clutches, with the same adults in attendance. Observation indicated that the 

old nest in the hollow was added to with soft material at intervals, The 

robins may have strengthened their nest, but were not seen to do so, and the 
nest always had a neat appearance. During observation and photography, as well as 
being seen by visitors to the Glen, both clutches were raised to fly. 


While pondering to record fully all these bird-events, a discovery of two 

more eggs in the old robin's nest caused great excitment. This third clutch 

of eggs in the same old robin's nest. was watched daily. All appeared normal, 
but the. parent birds were not noticed to brood the eggs. : 

These eggs, . however, were eventually found to have hatched, much to the 
surprise of the observer. The chicks were watched being fed by the parents, 

and appeared healthy and growing . for three days, but the chicks just 
disappeared at this stage. It is quite norm for chicks to be taken from their 
<nest at any stage during: ‘their ‘growing period. 


All these events tock’ ‘place between the last days of September 19859 
and the first week in January 1986. 


6. 


BIRD NOTES FROM "LYAL GLEN" continued 


The Nectar-sucking Birds of Lyal Glen i. ET $5 le 

When we moved from Bendigo, we took a plant of parrot lily, a common enough 
plant of early gardens. My wife divided this clump and planted it all 
about the garden, It has always been appreciated, but never more so than this 
year, 1986. .The show of blooms are like a burst of sun-shine, and are a 
wonderful ‘attraction to all the nectar feeding birds. The White=plumed 
Honeyeater has always been a.resident of our garden, and the mny birds 
with numbered bands on their legs distinguish them as our locals. We have 
always had some .Wattle-birds, which usually have several nests and are 
nearly as cheeky as the greenies. A few other kinds of honeyeaters have been 
seen during the spring flowering season, but a very noticeable one is the 
Yellow-winged or New Holland Honeyeater: it is competing with all and sundry 
for a position in our garden, 


Now there is nothing unusual about any of this, but we find it frustrating 

to watch birds with a similar taste, trying to feed amongst plenty, and not 
being tolerant to the weaker or more timid species. The large Red Wattle-bird 
will leave a fresh lot of blooms to chase the White-plumes, and even go 
without to keep away those that are always resident » while the new-comers, 
the Yellow-winged, are being harried by all-the others, 
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REPORT ON CHRISTMAS SOCIAL, AND DECEMBER EXCURSION by Win Demeo 
ct seneasns pc seipesnan pas Soaaennaoapnssasaseransupanetuniioneat sasesisateincars aaeamcssiomesasooem eae 


I have much pleasure in reporting on the Field Naturalists Christms party 
held at the Diagnostic Centre, Approximately 80 people attended and enjoyed 
the smorgasbord meal. We all enjoyed the audio visual of-club activities 
provided by Rob Watkins. 3 


President Laurie Leeson welcomed members and visitors and we said farewell 
to Chris Bunn, who is moving to Torrens Island Quarantine Station near 
Adelaide for two years. ae) : 


On Sunday 15th December the Club outing was to Lake Eppalock. Jack Ipsen 
had investigated the site that we usually go too, and found that it was’ too 
crowded, so he got permission for us to go to, the "Wirrawa" (quiet water) 

‘housing co-op. site. There were 13 people on the outing, and we had an 
enjoyable time in the canoes, and the Ipsen's motor boat. We went as far as 
Flower Hill in the boats. We stopped there for a while and had a: walk to 
the old Ross homestead. There are mny old English trees there and we saw 


. limes and lemons growing on.some of the trees. | 


During the day we saw 11 pelicans, 4 mountain ducks, 6 wood ducks, cormorants, 
2 eagles, yellow-crested cockatoos and willy wag-tails, — 


mY ue Te ure muy wy fe ne Gah ta 


7. 
BIRD ‘OBSERVERS GROUP REPORT FOR DECEMBER 


On Friday, 6th December, the Bird Observers! Club were privileged. to have as 
their guest speaker, Mr. Rex Buckingham of the International Council for 
Bird Preservation. 


Mr. Buckingham, the President of the Australian National Section, : expladnedt | 
that the ICBP is a federation of national (and some international) organisations 
concerned about conservation, management and wise utilisation of wild birds and 
their habitats. Founded in 1922, it is the world's oldest conservation 
organisation and has 270 member bodies in 86 countries. Key to the successful 
execution of ICBP's mission is its global network of scientists and conservationists 
specialising in bird protection. Today, it's Conservation Programme comprises 
over 90 projects throughout the world. 


The National Sections combine in various ways to facilitate international 
action, and Mr, Buckingham pointed with pride to the fact that 90% of projects 
accounced by, ICBP have been successfully launched and are achieving conservation. 


At present ICBP is focussing on nine principal themes:- 

Birds, & Agriculture; Inventory of Important Bird Areas; Birds of Prey; 

South Pacific Islands; Sea Birds; Parrots; Tropical Forests; Island Management; 
and Migratory Birds. Of these, the last three are identified as being of 
particular urgency, 


Mr. Buckingham sereened 2 aenktee of delightful atlas of several endangered 
species, including the San Miguel Bullfinch, the St. Vincent Parrot, the 

Great Indian Bustard and the Lesser Florican. He also showed slides of birds 
endemic to the North Keeling Islands which are being raided by hunters from 
the ‘Cocos Islands; and of Christmas Island, where phosphate mining is. 
destroying the bird habitat, which includes nine species endemic to that island. 


A recent ICBP literature survey revealed the astounding fact that almost 900 
species of birds (over 10% of the world's birds) are distributed over 130 
different islands (under 20,000 square km.) each holding between one and 
twenty five endemic bird SECU, and intense pressures are building up against 
the habitat of both inhabited and wminhabited islands, and therefore 
conservation is extremely urgent. 


The Chairman, Mr. John Allen, thanked the speaker for his very interesting 
address. 


The Bird of the Night was the Musk Duck. 


XXX HH ¥ 


As most members are probably aware by now, Chris Bunn has taken up a two 
years appointment at the Torrens Island Quarantine Station in Adelaide. 
His address and phone number are as follows:- 


Chris Bunn, 

Torrens Island Quarantine Station, 

P.O. Box 313, 
Port Adelaide, South Australia, 5015 Telephone (08) 47 2144 


8. 


SILVEREYE, ZOSTEROPS LATERALIS 


Bird Observers Group Bird of the Night Discussion September 1985 

Other names:-— White-eye, Eastern Silvéreye, Grey-backed Silvereye. 

APPEARANCE: Small birds 12 ems long, with a prominent white ring round the 
eye anda sharp bill. Plumage varies in different parts of Australia but in 
the Bendigo area, plumage is usually greenish brown above, greyish on the back, 
yellowish on the face, greyish white on the breast. erfsire bute = 
CALL: A quiet, short "whinny" is often given while feeding or in flight, also 


a peevish "see", The song consists of sveet high-pitched warbles. Sometimes, © 


a sub-song of mimicry is given while perched high in a tree-top,’ 


i BREEDING: In. the Bendigo area, this my be from August to January, and more 
than one-brood. may be raised, The nest consists of a small cup of fine twigs, . 
rootlets, grass, bound with cob-webs and lined with hair or fur, and suspended, 
from thin branches in a bush or outer foliage of a tree, and placed from A 
about 3 ft. to about 12 ft. above the ground. Sometimes the lining of the nest 
my be reduced ‘to a few pieces of fine grass. The eggs are of a uniform light ~ 
‘ blue colour, and vary from two to four in number, but generally three. > 
Incubation takes from 12 to.14 days, and fledging usually 11 to 12 days. 


HABITAT: Silvereyes are found in all habitats, throughout the Bendigo District. 


They also occur throughout Victoria, Tasmania and the coastal regions of 


Eastern and Southern Australia and Western coastal region of the southern 
half of Western Australia. They are also commonly seen in suburban gardens. 


FOOD: This consists of insects, nectar, seeds and fruit, both native - such as 


berries; and introduced - such as grapes, and orchard fruit. Insect food includes 
aphids and leaf-eating garden grubs. mc Bo RIad e a8 


HABITS: Their food is usually found in the lower levels of tree vegetation me 
.and in bushes and shrubs. When breeding is finished, Silvereyes tend to gather 
and move in smili flocks, gradually increasing to Jarger flocks. Movement also 
takes place, slowly but steadily while feeding during the day, but sometimes 
large distances at night. Bird-banding has shown that many Tasmanian Silvereyes 
migrate across Bass Strait to the minland and have been found as far away as 
Adelaide and Southern Queensland. On the other hand some birds remin in 
Tasmania and southern areas, throughout the year. Again, bird banding ‘has shown 
that maie and femle pairs tend to remain together whilst migrating, and 
follow the same migratory track in suecessive years. Banding has also revealed 
one bird that has lived for at least 10 years, and that some birds also 
migrate to New Zealand. 


GENERAL: Silvereyes are fairly common in the Bendigo area. They have been found 
nesting low down in e Cherry Ballart;in a garden shrub near a supermarket ; 
often in Silky Hakea bushes in the Whipstick; in Chinese scrub; outer foliage 
of a Eucalypt; Melaleuca shrubs and fruit trees, They have been seen in flocks 
in the Eucalypt forests, always moving through, when not nesting, 

There appear to be two variations of Silvereyes which visit Bendigo, and have 
been observed when caught for bandins. One race which comes up from Tasmania, 
has dark flanks. The other race ms lighter coloured flanks, and ranges from 
Victoria and migrates past Brisbane ind up towards Cape York.The lighter 
coloured flank birds are sometimes very yellowish at the base of the tail. 

Some birds caught for banding had scarlet beaks; and as it turned out, had been 
eating mulberries, One slide depicted a Silvereye feeding on an apple, 

They have been called Ring-cye locally in Bendigo. The white ring round the | 
eye is actually a rosette of tiny white feathers. One nest observed, had goat 
hair used in its construction and the ends of the hairs protruded out from the 
sides to resemble a pin-cushion, and was very attractive, On one occasion in. 
dense mllee, a rather quiet sub-song of prolonged duration, clearly mimicking 
other birds, was identified as a Silvereye by two members of the Group. 


EXCURSION SUNDAY MARCH 9th 
PILCHERS BRIDGE FLORA AND FAUNA RESERVE 


ACTIVITES tbe Aap ee: 


1. Bird-watching and bird-banding. Jack Ipsen and John Bored. will set up. 
re -mist nets at the dam on Andrews Track. 


2. Check mammal traps. The Mammal SEAT Grou will be setting hese out on 
Saturday. 


3. Spotlighting for mammals at niente 


DURATION This is an all day activity. Bring lunch, afternoon tea and hiner 
(barbeque? ) : 


DIRECTIONS 


Meet in Havlin Street outside the Education. Dépee tent buildings at 10. 00 a.m. 

and proceed as a group. Alternatively, if you come out independently, follow 

these directions: 

Proceed out of Bendigo on the Mandurang-Sedgewick Road. Out of Sedgwick, — 

bypass the turnoffs to Harcourt North (right) and to Strathfieldsaye (left). 

One kilometre further on, turn left into Huddle Road (brown pole with yellow 
lettering.) Proceed for 1.5 kilometres until you come to a T-junction with 

Andrews Track. Turn right (south), and about half a kilometre on, where the 

track swings sharply left, you will see a dam. This will be the base for activities 


EASTER CAMP 1986 _ 


DATES Friday 28 - Nonday - 31 March (and Tuesday lst eat if you have this 
as.a holiday). . ; 


LOCATION Brisbane Ranges. National. Park, 
TRAVEL TO CAMPSITE: 


Bendigo, Castlemaine, Daylesford, Korweinguboora, Spargo Creek, Ballan, and 
then a further 25 km south of Ballan. Total: 135 Km. 

The campsite is located in the north-west corner of the park, ina secluded 
area away from the general public. Grassy clearing among trees. For details. 
of access, please obtain a map from John Lindner at the February or March 
general meetings. ; 


- FACILITIES TO BE BEBae ED ON ee - HB toilet with tent cover. 
PLEASE BRINB 


1. Drinking water and container 5. Musical instruments, music 
2. Container for washing water 6. Spotlights © 

3. Waterproof gear Tw, 4A ee 

4. Binoculars, field guides 


FOOD: FOOD AND. PETROL SUPPLIES Ballan or Anakie. (rot about 25 ms 


ATTRACTIONS ‘AND ACTIVITES 

i. Mammal trapping. Bo pibacwatening 

3, Plants, The National Park contains more : ‘than one third of Victoria' 8 total 
flora, with many rare plants. 

4. Steiglitz Historic Park contains Paice of the gold rush era, and adjoins 
the National Park to the South. 

5. Comet watching and other estronomy. There is a high bare hillside to the 
west of the camp, from which such observations may be successful. 

6. Many interesting walks. : 


10. 
EXCURSION NOTICE continued 


WATER. SUPPLIES . 


i. Drinking. Bring your own and replenish at Anakie Gorge picnic area (18 ims) 
or. Boar Gully camping area ( 4 kms). | : 


2. Washing. Fire dams or Boar Gully camping area. 


3. Swimming, Large dam at Boar Gully camping area, or possibly rock holes - 
. in, Spring Creek not far from the campsite. 


NOTIFICATION 


Please let John Lindner Imow if you will be attending the camp, either at a 
meeting or by telephoning 39 7308. 


HHH KER KH HRKRH HER 


COMMITTEE REPORT 29/1/86 


1, Several members are to be asked to meet with E, Wilkinson to forma sub- — 
committee to discuss the future production of Whirrakee. bait 
-..2, Following the resignation of C. Bunn from the Bendigo Land Protection 


Advisory Committee, G. Moors has been asked to consider becoming the club's 
representative, 


3. Letter to Mr Beasley, Minister for Defence, voicing our objection to the 
alienation of adjacent forest land for extensions to Puckapunyal. 
Copies to Conservation, Forests and Land, R.Moors/P.Ellis, 


4, Our club is now incorporated. The introductory/information letter and the 
club constitution will now be reprinted. A new stamp will also be obtained 
for use on receipts and invoices. W.Demeo/G.Moors. iS 


CHANGES IN..PRODUCTION OF WHIRRAKER - 


The Sub-Committee meeting referred to above in the Committee Report took 
place on Wed. Feb. 5, at Rod Fyffe's place, Also present were Laurie Leeson, 
Tom Patullo, Graham Hill and Eric Wilkinson, with an apology from Bill Holsworth. 
Erie Wilkinson had requested relief from the burden of sole editorship of 
Whirrakee, due to increasing health problems. From next month, Whirrakee will 
be edited by a Sub-Committee, consisting of Eric Wilkinson, Graham Hill and 
Bill Holsworth. The deadline for articles is to be brought forward to the date 
of the General Meeting, and the Editorial Committee will meet on the Monday 
after cach General Meeting. The new system will allow more time for editing, 
typing and printing, and reduce the present pressures. It will apply from the 
March General Meeting, for the April Issue. The co-operation of contributors | 
and group convenors/secretaries in meeting the new deadline will be 
appreciated, It will have to be a firm deadline if the new system is to work. 
Groups will probably need to be one month ahead in planning meetings and 
activities, to be sure of adequate notification to members. 
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BENDIGO FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB 
Address for correspondence, P.O. Box 396, Bendigo 3550. 


OFFICE BEARERS FOR 1985-1986 


PRESIDENT Laurie Leeson 76 Lawson St., Spring Gully 43 0521 
SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT Rob Moors Mandurang South Rd. RSD Sedgwick 39 6254 
JUNIOR VICE PRESIDENT Rob Watkins Marnie Rd. Kennington 43 4891 
SECRETARY Rod Fyffe 546 Hargreaves St. Bendigo : 43 7673 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY Glenise Moors Mandurang South Rd. RSD Sedgwick “39 6254 
TREASURER | Helene Boon ~~ Kamarooka, RSD, Raywood 36 9252 
MEMBERSHIP OFFICER - Win Demeo Kamarooka, RSD, Raywood 36 9226 
EXCURSION CHEERS, - Position vacant 

LIBRARIAN ' Glenise Moors ~ Mandurang South Rd. RSD Sedewiok 39 6254 
EDITOR | Eric Wilkinson 7 Weatherall St., Cal. Gully 46 8736 


Membership of the Béndigo Field Naturalists Club is open to all those interested 
in natural history. The membership subscription rates are Single $12.00, 
Family $16.00, Pensioner and Children $7.00. Whirrakee subscription only $12.00. 


General Meetings are held on the ‘second Wednesday of each month at the Conference 
Rooms, Department of Agriculture, Midland Highway, Epsom. Meetings start at 
7.30 p.m., and conclude with supper. The Annual Meeting is held in September. 


Excursions The assembly point for excursions ig outside the Special Services 


Complex in Havlin St. East, Bendigo, unless otherwise specified. 


Full day excursions normally commence at 10.00 a.m. (usually on a Sunday). 

Half day excursions normally commence at 2,00 p.m. and may be either a Saturday 
or Sunday. Day or half day excursions are usually held on ‘the weekend Cen Abie 
the General Meeting. Campouts ‘are held several times in a year, usually 
coinciding with Long weekends or holiday periods. 


The B.F.N.C. has four sub-groups:- 


The BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP meets on the first Friday of the month at the 
Agriculture Department; Epsom, at 7.30 p.m. 

President: Harvey Rich, 58 Dundas Rd., Maryborough 61 1698 

Secretary: Nancy Stone, 3 Brodie St., Bendigo 43 7993 


The BOTANY GROUP meets on the fourth Friday of the month at 7.30 p.m. at the . 
Biology Lab., Applied Science 1 Building, B,C.A.E., (unless otherwise announced). 
Cameron: Eric Whiting, 7 Aviary Crt., Kennington. 43 5965 


The CONSERVATION GROUP meets on an "as required" basis. As far as peas, 
meetings details will be advertised in the "Whirrakee" diary. 
Convenor: Rad Fyffe, 546 Hargreaves St,, Bendigo 43 7673. 


The MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP meets con the third Thursday of the month, at 8. 00 Dem. 
in member's homes as announced in the monthly diary. 

President: Graham Hill; 31 Curnow St., Golden Square 42 4016 » 

Secretary: Bill Hotewontin 13 Nabilla Cr., Kennington 43 4063 


MEETINGS 
Wed.Feb. 12 
Wed.Mar. 12 


Wed April 9 


EXCURSIONS _ 
Sun,Feb.16 ~ 


Sun.Mar, 9° 


Labour Day W/E 
March 7-10 


EASTER CAMP 
27 Mar-l April 


Sun. April 12 


~- DIARY - 


Member's Slide Night - Holiday Reminiscences, 
Natural history films - presented by Harold Pollock - 
further details next month. 


. ‘Astronomy, with emphasis on Halley's Comet. 


Presentation by Graham Hill and Rob Moors. 


Ghee River Cruise, from Echuca. \ 
Sufficient interest has been shown to confirm a Sete erm a 
3.5 hour paddle steamer cruise downstream from Echuca and back, 


5 
+ ¢ Sob 


' from 4.30 pm to 8.0 pm approx. Departure will be from the jetty 
between the Historic Wharf and the bridge. Use the nearby carpark, 


and assemble at the boat by 4.15 pm, to give ample time for 
boarding and a prompt departure. Bring a picnic tea, as well as 
binoculars, bird books, and togs if. you fancy swimming during 
& proposed stopover at a sandbar for tea. (If it is raining tea 
will be in the boat). The cost will be $8.00 for adults and 


" $4.00 for children, with a limit of 45 passengers. (About 30 


people have already indicated firm interest.) Bookings to be 
made through Rob Watkins, 43 4891. Payment at February meeting. 


Full day excursion to Pilchers Bridge Flora and Fauna Reserve. 
Departure: 10.00 am from Special Services Complex, Havlin St.East 
(Further details on’p. 9). | 


V.F.N.C.A. Annual Labour Day. Get-Together and Annual Meeting 
"Noonameena Lodge" Mt Buffalo Rd,, Porepunkah, FAD. 
Details available from Laurie Leeson (43 0521). 


Brisbane Ranges National Park. 
Full details on pp 9-10. 


Halley's Comet and astronomy night. Bald Hill, Sedgwick. 
Meet at 5.00 pm at Rob and Glenise Moors! place, Sedgwick. 
Bring tea and supper, and binoculars and telescopes. 

Full details next month. 


BIRD OBSERVERS SSQUE 


Fri.Mer. 7 
BOTANY GROUP 
Fri.Feb, 28 


GE aie iat, oO Nanton Gay AG 
Speaker: BE Margaret Cameron, Hon. Editor of "Geelong Naturalist", 


tle 30 7 pm Biology Lab., Applied : Sefendel Building, B.C.A.E. Edwards Rd, 


MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP 


Thurs.Feb. 20 


8.00: ‘pm Graham, Hill's hones 31. Curnow St. Golden Square, 


COMMITTEE MEETING 


Wed.Feb.26 


8.0 pm, Win Demeo's home, Kamarooka. 


